I 


Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700210134-5 


i 

J 

COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 


CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED 

SECURITY INFORMATION 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


INFORMATION FROM 

FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS 


25X1 A 

REPORT NO. 

CD NO. 


France 

Political - Communism 


DATE OF 

INFORMATION 1952 - .1953 


1 


HOW 

PUBLISHED Daily newspaper, semimonthly periodical DATE DIST. // Mar 1953 

WHERE 

PUBLISHED Brussels; Paris 

NO. OF PAGES 2 

DATE 

PUBLISHED 19 Dec 1952, 1 - 15 j an 1953 


LANGUAGE French 



SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


SOURCE 


Newspaper and periodical as indicated. 


VIEWS OF FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY CRISIS 


/Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources J 


Le PlQt ' Parl ? corespondent of the Socialist Belgian daily newspaper 

el e ct oral 'pnH^iTnri 8 r ! P ° rt t0 that paper tbe internal difficulties and the 

electoral position of the Communist Party of France (CPF) as follows: 


1 . 


It is certain that Jacques Duclos himself is menaced by a purge. 


. 2 \ T ^ C ,f isht for thd 8uc =eesion of Maurice Thorez, in the open since 1951 

s now^ in full svlng. The beat chances to win the upper haud in the party are ’ 

to V mke°h?«*"f e h? J °? and 1600 Kauvals » while Auguste Lecoeur, whom Thorez wanted 
o make hia dauphin, apparently does not carry much weight. If Lecoeur should 
fall, this would mean the downfall of Thorez 1 wife Jeannette Vermeersch. 

J?’ In th 2 P ° 8 ! ^ inter nal disintegration of the party, as evidenced by 
the decrease of party and COT (General Labor Confederation) membership and by 
tho complete elimination in some areas of existing skeleton organizations , did 
not hurt the party in the general elections. According to Plat, the strange 
contradiction of internal weakness and strength at the polls will disappear in 

^ ? n V h ® PU T 8<S of mTt y and Tlllon "marks the beginning of the end of 

Bolshev.sm in France. Plat sees the signs for this development in the recent 
elections in the Seine, Seine Inferieure, and Nord regions where the Communists 
lost considerably in strength. Plat points out that the Communists had been un- 
able in those elections to organize important public meetings because of lack of 
audiences and that improvised meetings in the large textile and metallurgical 
plants were ignored by the workers. Furthermore, the Socialist Party seems to 
gain in appeal vith the workers; Socialist election posters, formerly often de- 
faced, remained unmolested, and Socialist militants, especially from the indus- 
trial region of Lille -Roubaix-Tourcoing, report that never since 1946 had so 
many workers' participated in the parades of the Socialist Party, (l) 
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ss?5 rasun. 

blessing. Everone seems co be avaitine MnnJ™? B£e ? B *° have Moacow ' B exclusive 

intentions aa to who wm be L ™fec??vf U^ershif n? ^ iCh " 0uld reveal lts 

be purged. Ordera from the ifw»i leadership of the party and who will 

i^reluy^mb^asse'rind 

•*= 
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1 . Brussels, Le Peuple, 19 Dec 52 

2 . Pan's, B.E.I.P.I., 1 - 15 j an 53 
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